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Forget the Camel
The Madcap World of Animal Festivals and 

What They Say About Being Human



Animal Festivals

ÅAnimal festivals happen all 
around the country in every 
month of the year. 

ÅThey bring in money and 
unite communities.

ÅThey reinforce exploitative 
attitudes about animals to 
attendees and residents, even 
though the events involve fun 
and games.



Pigeon Shoots

ÅProminent sport in 19th and 
20th centuries 

ÅAnnual Labor Day event in 
Hegins, PA

ÅProtests, activism, and 
strategic litigation worked 
together to put an end to that 
event in 1999



Rattlesnake 
Roundups

Åά²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ [ŀǊƎŜǎǘέ wƻǳƴŘǳǇ ƘŜƭŘ 
annually in Sweetwater, TX

ÅDŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ ǊƻǳƴŘǳǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ άbƻ Yƛƭƭέ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ



Bullfighting in 
Mexico City

ÅNational importance: heritage, ritual, 
economy

ÅFocusing on human meaning versus animal 
experience

ÅAdvocacy and legislative efforts



Dominance

Humor

Reverence









Animal Festivals engage with local, regional, and 

sometimes national culture and tradition. 

ÅFrom killing festivals to celebratory ones, animals are 

forced to be living symbols of human stories.

ÅThese festivals ask us to balance benefit to humans with 

harm to animals.

Can we maintain cultural traditions without harming 

animals?

Power of Tradition



Potential for Change



elizabethmelampy@gmail.com

www.elizabethmelampy.com

Thank you!





Haley Stewart

Humane World for Animals

Closing the chapter on fur 

farming and sales



The bad news:

Å Tens of millions of animals, like foxes, mink, 

raccoon dogs and chinchillas, are held captive 

and killed in fur factory farms every 

yearésolely for fashion.

Å Killed by gassing, electrocution, bludgeoning 

and neck-breaking.

Å Enormous lack of regulations for the humane 

care and slaughter of fur-farmed animals.

Fur factory farming





International:

Å 23 countries prohibit fur farming (EU and 

UK)

Å European Citizensô Initiative to prohibit fur 

farming and sales across European Union 

(decision pending in 2026)

Å British Columbia prohibits mink farming

Å Israel prohibits fur sales

Progress around the world



United States:

Å Fur sales ban in California after four cities passed 

local ordinances

Å Legal challenge by IFF in San Francisco

Å Legal challenge by local retailer in West 

Hollywood

Å Local ordinances in 12 additional municipalities

Å Federal bill to prohibit mink farming

Å Minnesota regulating fur farming

Å Active legislation in other states on fur farming 

and sales

Progress around the world



Å New opponents = finding common ground and 

seeking compromise

Å Navigating pre-emption laws

Å Staying on top of the fur tradeôs next move

Å Despite dramatic declines, this is still a critical 

issue we need to tackle together.

Challenges and 

opportunities


