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As a science journalist, reporting on animal welfare requires a delicate balance between 
conveying complex scientific information and evoking empathy in readers. The topic is 
multifaceted, involving not only the treatment and living conditions of animals but also the 
ethical, societal, and scientific dimensions. In this article, we will explore practical advice 
and insights for science journalists on finding, reporting, and writing about animal welfare 
stories. 

Finding Animal Welfare Stories 

Identifying compelling animal welfare stories requires a keen eye for emerging issues and 
research. Here are some strategies for finding these stories: 

Identifying Emerging Issues and Research in Animal Welfare 

1. Stay updated on the latest research: Regularly browse through scientific journals 
such as the Journal of Animal Welfare, Animal Behaviour, and PLOS ONE. These 
publications frequently feature studies on animal welfare. 

2. Attend conferences and seminars: Events focused on animal welfare, such as the 
International Society for Applied Ethology Congress, provide valuable insights into 
current research and issues. 

3. Engage with experts and organizations: Follow animal welfare organizations like 
the Humane Society International and the World Animal Protection on social media. 
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Experts in the field often share their latest findings and concerns on these 
platforms. 

Understanding the Relevance of Animal Welfare to Broader Societal Concerns  

Animal welfare is not just about animals; it intersects with human welfare, environmental 
issues, and societal values. For example: 

• Food production and ethics: The treatment of animals in factory farms is a 
significant concern, linking animal welfare to food production ethics and consumer 
choices. 

• Conservation: The welfare of animals in conservation efforts, such as in zoos and 
sanctuaries, ties into broader discussions on biodiversity and environmental 
conservation. 

• Public health: Zoonotic diseases (diseases that can be transmitted from animals to 
humans) highlight the connection between animal welfare, public health, and the 
need for proper animal handling and hygiene practices. 

Tips for Pitching Animal Welfare Stories to Editors 

When pitching animal welfare stories, it's crucial to highlight their relevance and appeal to 
a broad audience. Here are some tips: 

• Emphasize the human angle: Connect the story to human interests or concerns, 
such as the impact of animal agriculture on the environment or the ethics of pet 
ownership. 

• Use compelling narratives: Stories that include personal anecdotes or vivid 
descriptions can captivate readers and make the issue more relatable. 

• Highlight new research or developments: Editors are more likely to pick up stories 
that offer new insights or perspectives. 

Conducting Interviews on Animal Welfare 

Conducting interviews is a critical part of reporting on animal welfare. It requires 
preparation, sensitivity, and an understanding of the ethical considerations involved.  

Preparing for Interviews with Experts in Animal Welfare  

Before conducting an interview: 

1. Research the expert's work: Understand their area of expertise and any previous 
statements or publications they've made on animal welfare. 



2. Prepare informed questions: Avoid asking basic questions that can be answered 
by a quick internet search. Instead, focus on nuanced or complex aspects of the 
topic. 

3. Be aware of the expert's perspective: Recognize that experts may have biases or 
specific viewpoints. Be prepared to ask follow-up questions to clarify their stance. 

Navigating Sensitive Topics and Ethical Considerations  

Some topics in animal welfare, such as animal testing or wildlife conservation efforts, can 
be sensitive or controversial. When discussing these topics: 

• Be respectful: Approach the conversation with empathy and an open mind.  

• Avoid leading questions: Phrase questions neutrally to allow the expert to share 
their perspective without influence. 

• Be prepared for difficult questions: Anticipate that you might be asked about your 
own views or the purpose of your story. Be transparent and professional in your 
response. 

Best Practices for Interviewing Individuals with Differing Viewpoints  

When interviewing individuals with differing viewpoints on animal welfare: 

1. Seek to understand their perspective: Listen actively and try to grasp the 
underlying reasons for their viewpoint. 

2. Avoid being confrontational: The goal is to report on different perspectives, not to 
argue or convince the interviewee of your viewpoint. 

3. Represent viewpoints fairly: Ensure that you accurately convey the different 
perspectives in your story, without bias. 

Writing About Animal Welfare 

Writing about animal welfare effectively requires conveying complex information clearly, 
balancing empathy with factual reporting, and providing context. 

Strategies for Conveying Complex Scientific Information Clearly  

1. Simplify without dumbing down: Use clear, concise language to explain complex 
concepts without losing their essence. 

2. Use analogies and examples: Analogies can help make abstract or technical 
information more accessible to a general audience. 



3. Include visual aids: Diagrams, infographics, and photographs can help illustrate 
complex points and make the story more engaging. 

For instance, explaining the concept of enrichment for animals in zoos can be done by 
comparing it to how humans might benefit from having hobbies or engaging in creative 
activities. This makes the concept more relatable and understandable.  

Balancing Empathy with Factual Reporting in Animal Welfare Stories  

To engage readers, it's essential to strike a balance between evoking empathy and 
maintaining factual accuracy. Here are some strategies: 

• Use descriptive storytelling: Vivid descriptions can help readers visualize and 
connect emotionally with the story. 

• Include expert insights: Quoting experts can add credibility and provide additional 
context to the narrative. 

• Be transparent about the sources: Clearly attribute information to its sources to 
maintain transparency and credibility. 

The Importance of Context in Animal Welfare Reporting  

Providing context is crucial for a comprehensive understanding of animal welfare issues. 
This includes: 

• Historical context: Understanding the history behind certain practices or issues 
can provide depth to the story. 

• Current debates and discussions: Highlighting the ongoing debates and 
discussions in the field can give readers a broader perspective. 

• Future implications: Discussing the potential future implications of current 
practices or research can help readers understand the significance of the issue. 

For example, when reporting on the use of antibiotics in animal agriculture, it's essential to 
discuss not only the current practices but also the historical context of antibiotic use, the 
current debates around antibiotic resistance, and the potential future implications for 
human and animal health. 

Conclusion 

Reporting on animal welfare is a complex task that requires a thoughtful and multi-faceted 
approach. By understanding how to find compelling stories, conduct informative and 



respectful interviews, and write engaging and informative articles, science journalists can 
play a crucial role in highlighting important issues and sparking meaningful discussions.  
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FAQ 

Q: What are some common animal welfare issues that science journalists should be 
aware of? 

A: Some common issues include the treatment of animals in factory farms, the ethics of 
animal testing, and the welfare of animals in conservation efforts. 

Q: How can science journalists stay updated on the latest research in animal welfare?  

A: They can regularly browse through relevant scientific journals, attend conferences and 
seminars, and follow experts and organizations on social media. 

Q: Why is it important to provide context when reporting on animal welfare?  

A: Providing context helps readers understand the complexity of the issue, including its 
historical background, current debates, and future implications. 

Q: How can journalists balance empathy with factual reporting in animal welfare 
stories? 

A: By using descriptive storytelling, including expert insights, and being transparent about 
sources, journalists can engage readers emotionally while maintaining factual accuracy.  
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