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• Zimbabwe is a country in Southern Africa

• The population of Zimbabwe is 

approximately 17, 2 million people

• Agriculture forms the backbone of the 

economy, and rural livelihoods depend 

heavily on livestock and wildlife.

• The role of animal law is not just a legal 

concern, but it is a matter of social justice, 

environmental sustainability, and public 

health.

Introduction



• Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act – criminalizes cruelty

• Parks and Wildlife Act - Governs the treatment of wild animals, 

including hunting quotas, poaching penalties, and the 

management of national parks. While focused on 

conservation, its provisions against illegal hunting and trade 

indirectly reduce suffering

• Public Health Act - Regulations around abattoirs and meat 

inspection, while focused on human health, impose standards 

that can affect animal welfare at the time of slaughter

• Animal Health Act

• Municipal By-Laws- Local governments often have by-laws 

governing stray animals, dog licensing, and the operation of 

facilities like pet shops and breeding kennels

• Scientific Experiments on Animals Act

Overview of Existing Legislation



• Setting a standard of care: The law establishes a baseline for 

how animals should be treated.

• Deterrence: The threat of prosecution, fines, or imprisonment 

is intended to deter individuals and corporations from 

engaging in cruel practices.

• Animal law empowers authorities like the Zimbabwe National 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ZNSPCA)—

which has unique police powers under the Act—and the 

Zimbabwe Republic Police to intervene, investigate, and 

prosecute cases of animal cruelty.

• The laws help to shape societal norms. It sends a message 

that animal suffering is a serious issue and a concern of the 

state, thereby promoting a culture of compassion and 

responsibility.

• The legal framework allows for the lawful seizure of animals 

from situations of extreme suffering and empowers 

organizations like the ZNSPCA to provide care and seek new 

homes for them.

Animal Law: A Tool for Enforcement 



Animal Law : A Tool for 
Enforcement Cont’

• The legal framework allows for the lawful 

seizure of animals from situations of 

extreme suffering and empowers 

organizations like the ZNSPCA to 

provide care and seek new homes for 

them.



• Outdated legislation, for example, the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals Act, does not adequately address modern intensive 

farming systems, such as battery cages, puppy mills, or the 

complex ethical issues surrounding wild animal captivity. 

• Sentience is not explicitly recognized.

• Weak enforcement and prosecution due to a lack of 

resources.

• Low priority.

• Insufficient penalties.

• Cultural and Socio-Economic Factors: · Livelihoods vs. 

Welfare

• Lack of Awareness

• Wildlife-specific Issues

Challenges and Limitations



• Ministry of Agriculture: Partnered through a 

memorandum of understanding to raise awareness 

and train veterinary officers and agricultural officers 

on animal law.

• Rural District Councils: Facilitated workshops to 

integrate animal laws into communities and local 

governance.

• Community Outreach and Traditional Leaders: 
Delivered education sessions on animal law in 
communities and farming cooperatives.

• School Outreach: Delivered seminars on animal law 

and created animal welfare clubs in 6 high schools.

Stakeholder Engagement: Driving 

Change Through Collaboration



• Legislative reform: Develop umbrella animal welfare legislation 

to unify fragmented laws.

• Advocate for inclusion of fish welfare in the upcoming fish 

welfare bill.

• Building community led monitoring network to report abuse

• Integrate animal law into local governance and agricultural 

extension programs.

• Introduce animal law modules in veterinary curricula.

• Position animal welfare within One Health Frameworks to link 

human, animal, and environmental health

• Leverage global networks for training and policy change.

Opportunities for Advancing Animal 

Law in Zimbabwe



• The future of animal law in Zimbabwe is not 

just a legal journey; it’s a collective 

movement toward justice, compassion, and 

sustainability.

Conclusion



yvonne@animaladvocatesinternational.org

www.animaladvocatesinternational.org

Thank you!

Contact details
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