
Alba M. Gonzalez, DVM, MS (Veterinary Forensics) 

Dublin, OH 

 
December 22, 2024 

 

Attn: John Hatcher, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Butler County, Ohio 

Re: Forensic Report Zhean Bai 

 

Purpose of Assessment 

 On January 25, 2024, a domestic shorthair cat, was presented to Mason Family Pet 

Hospital with injuries sustained following an attack by an individual. The cat was examined by 

Dr. Sarah Sunday, who determined that the injuries resulted in fractures and neurological damage 

so severe that the most humane option was euthanasia. The cat was later identified as a 

community cat named Juliet, and the attacker was identified as Zhean Bai. I have been asked by 

the Butler County Prosecutor’s Office to review the video and document evidence available and 

provide a forensic expert witness opinion on the actions of Mr. Bai against Juliet. 

 

Qualifications 

The Ohio Supreme Court establishes that under FRE 702 “the witness is qualified as an 

expert by specialized knowledge, skill, experience, training, or education regarding the subject 

matter of the testimony” (Ohio Rules of Evidence, 2021). I have a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 

degree from The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine (1999) and a Certificate 

of Internship in Medicine, Surgery and Critical Care from the University of Missouri-Columbia 

College of Veterinary Medicine (2000). I have practiced as a licensed veterinarian in Ohio since 

2000. I have a Master’s Degree in Veterinary Forensics (2017) and Forensic Science (2023) from 

the University of Florida, and a Master’s Degree in Forensic Psychology from Southern New 
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Hampshire University (2000) which provided training in crime scene investigation, animal 

abuse, interpersonal violence, domestic violence, and child abuse. This education also prepared 

me to qualify as an expert witness by gaining knowledge of procedure, writing reports, due 

process, competence, and providing testimony in court. I have experience in the evaluation and 

processing of cases of animal cruelty and neglect for both local and national humane 

organizations. I have completed and I am eligible for graduation in the spring of 2025 for a 

Master’s of Studies in Animal Law from Lewis & Clark University which has provided me with 

an understanding of legal matters as they apply to animals. 

 

Document Review 

Medical Records from Mason Family Pet Hospital 

• January 25, 2024: Examined by Dr. Sarah Sunday 

o Reason for visit: Lame, breathing heavy, was put in bag and beat 

o Physical exam findings (significant only): 

§ Weight: 6.5 lbs (2.95 kg) 

§ General appearance / Behavior: Bright, alert and reactive 

§ Musculoskeletal: Dragging left rear leg, absent deep/superficial pain and 

withdrawal, left rear limb is cold. Right rear limb is paretic, can ambulate 

with lots of difficulty. 

o X-rays: Freshly fractured pelvis and fractured spine – displaced shards of fracture. 

Concern for perforating colon. Severe constipation, large bladder, cardiomegaly. 

o Notes: Concerned that pet can’t pass urine or stool. Due to the fracture and 

consequential loss of motor control of left rear limb, as well as neurological 
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control due to incident that occurred within the last 24 hours, and ability to pass 

urine and stool would recommend humane euthanasia. 

 

Ring Video Feed 

 A RING.com video dated January 24, 2024, beginning around 21:16 EST was available 

for review. An individual (identified to me by Asst. Prosecutor John Hatcher as Zhean Bai) is 

seen approaching a tortoise-colored cat located on the left lower corner of the screen facing away 

from Mr. Bai. The cat, Juliet, is not presenting a threat, as the adult individual is approaching her. 

She does not look back towards him until he is close to him and does not seem to make any 

effort to move. Juliet was small, weighing only 6.5 lbs., and was described by Dr. Sunday, the 

attending veterinarian at Mason Family Pet Hospital, as a thin (body condition score 2/5) 

geriatric cat. While Juliet was an outdoor, community cat, she was described as a friendly cat by 

the members of the apartment who fed her and allowed her into their homes. By definition, a 

feral cat is one who is fearful of humans and will run away from human interaction. Juliet did not 

seem to care that he was approaching and did not attempt to run away, and as such she did not fit 

the definition of feral. 

 Mr. Bai clearly approaches the corner with the intention of capturing Juliet. He easily 

grabbed her and placed her in the bag as the cat did not resist handling. He immediately 

forcefully slammed her into the ground. We can hear the scream – this is a scream of pain. Mr. 

Bai walks away unphased by the brutal attack he inflicted on a defenseless animal, a total lack of 

empathy for the injury and harm and for the cries of a living being as he carries the bag down the 

stairway. He then proceeded to dispose of the bag with the injured, suffering, paralyzed cat 

trapped inside of it. 
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Assessment 

Mr. Bai’s actions are in direct violation of the Ohio Revised Code Section 959.131: 

Prohibitions Concerning Companion Animals: 

(B) No person shall knowingly torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat, 

poison, needlessly kill, or commit an act of cruelty against a companion animal. 

(C) No person shall knowingly cause serious physical harm to a companion animal. 

Mr. Bai approached the small senior cat, terrorized her by capturing her and tossing her 

in the bag and then slammed her into the ground so hard that he broke her hip. This is an injury 

so severe; it is usually seen in high impact injuries such as being hit by a moving vehicle. This is 

a cruel beating, followed by the torture and torment of being in pain trapped inside a garbage bag 

and tossed outside. She was maimed, she was injured so badly that she was left without use of 

her hind legs, without the ability to defecate or urinate, and where the only humane option was to 

end her suffering by ending her life. This was not accidental. This was intentional. He knew he 

was harming the cat. He heard the cat scream. He chose to hurt the cat. He chose to commit an 

act of cruelty. 

 The concern for Mr. Bai’s actions extends beyond what happened to Juliet. Animal 

abuse, in particular violent and cruel acts against animals, are a risk factor for future animal harm 

and for interpersonal violence. Animal cruelty is not only about the injury suffered by the 

animal, “it is a crime against society” (fbi.gov). 

 

Conclusion 

It is my expert opinion that the actions of Mr. Zhean Bai resulted in extreme physical and 

mental pain and suffering to the cat, Juliet, and that his actions caused irreparable physical harm 
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in the form of bone fractures and nerve damage that required humane euthanasia to end her pain. 

It is also my expert opinion that individuals who are violent against animals have a higher risk of 

injuring other animals and humans. 
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Note: I reserve the right to make changes to this report as new information becomes available  


