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NGO (administrative law)

NGO (criminal law)

NGO (various areas)

Ombudsperson

Animal Prosecutor (formerly)

No representation (apart from owner)

No data



Representative Actions
(8 states of Germany)

Who?
Accredited NGOs committed to animal protection

What?
• Access to information in administrative 

proceedings
• Participation in administrative proceedings
• Right to appeal administrative decisions

But:
• Very short preclusion periods
• Information often denied by authorities
• Proceedings very costly



Representative Actions
(Netherlands)

Who?
NGOs committed to animal protection

What?
• Enforcement requests in administrative 

proceedings
• Right to appeal administrative decisions
• Civil litigation against private individuals

But:
• Recent uncertainty about legal basis



Animal Ombudsperson
(Each state of Austria)

Who?
Ombudsperson appointed by state governments

What?
• Party status in administrative proceedings
• Right to appeal administrative decisions
• Access to information in criminal proceedings

But:
• Small teams with very limited capacities
• Role interpreted differently across states



Animal Prosecutor
(formerly Zurich, Switzerland)

Who?
Attorney appointed by cantonal government at 
the suggestion of NGOs

What?
• Automatic information about criminal 

investigations
• Victim rights in criminal proceedings
• Right to appeal penal judgments

But:
• Abolished in 2010



Who?  NGO, individual person, owner, guardian

What? Administrative/criminal/civil proceedings

How?  Information, participation, remedies

Critical issues:

• Clear legal basis

• Resources (personal/financial)

• Independence from state authorities

• Motivation to intervene



Aarhus Convention – for animals?
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