
Rebeka Breder 

Breder Law

Animal rights activist: on the 

streets and as animal lawyer



How I Started



How I started (cont’d)



• Law school – non-profit?

• Reality check! Private Practice

• Founded CBA Animal Law Section

• Various boards

How I started (cont’d)



• Private practice in “Animal Law”

• Administrative law (ie: challenging bylaws/ordinances/judicial 

reviews against governments: live horse export, killing wolves)

• Quasi-criminal (ie: “dangerous” dogs)

• Civil (ie: “custody” dispute)

• Strata Disputes (ie: ESAs)

• Negligence/Tort (ie: veterinarian malpractice)

• Contract (ie: veterinarian malpractice, breeder dispute)

• Criminal (ie: animal cruelty)

Developing a Practice in Animal Law (cont’d)



• Some corporate firms may not be receptive

• A lot of hard work – news areas of law all the time

• Lower rates

• Thick skin needed (hard to win, emotional)

Challenges



• Some positive case law (ie: animals more than just property/best 

interest)

• Great experience

• Teaching people in corporate world

• Rewarding, regardless of loss

• OK to have companion animal hair on clothes!

Advantages



rbreder@brederlaw.com

www.brederlaw.com

Thank you!

Rebeka Breder

Animal Law Lawyer
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