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January 2019



 6 FAO, SOFIA, 2012

Aquaculture growth is unsustainable



Octopuses are not for food security



Franks et al. 2021. Science Advances

Welfare for aquatic animals not taken seriously; 
and not even possible in some cases



2020



Third result in Google scholar search for 
‘Octopus vulgaris’



Octopus farming

• Fast growing 

• Short lifespans (1-2 years) 

• Luxury markets 

• Creates jobs 

• Will reduce pressure on wild 

octopuses 

• Farming stalled due to behavior 

and life history characteristics, 

e.g., cannibalism, dependence 

on live food
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• ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

• Feed: octopuses are entirely carnivorous, requiring 

crab (squid/hake) diet for optimal growth 

• Outputs  

• ANIMAL IMPACTS 

• Capable of conscious experience 

• Farming is incompatible with the welfare needed to 

meet their sophistication and exploration 

• FOOD SECURITY IMPACTS 

• Eaten vs. consumed 

• Main importing countries: U.S., Canada, Italy, Spain, 

Portugal, Japan (none on the global hunger index) 

• Main markets for farmed octopus: Japan, South 

Korea, northern Mediterranean, U.S., China, 

Australia 





CIWF launches campaign in 2019
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2019 open letter in Animal Sentience



More media coverage





Urgent action necessary… (June 2023)



Nueva Pescanova farm in Gran Canaria

• Farm stalled 

• Authorities have asked for 

an environmental 

permitting review and 

more documentation



Petition introduced in Canada in 2023



Octopus farming in Hawai’i

• Oct 2021 CIWF letter to 

governor 

• December 2022 Negative 

coverage in LA Times 

• January 2023 “cease and 

desist” 

• Rep Luke Evslin to 

introduce precautionary 

legislation



Precautionary legislation introduced in 
Washington State in 2023

• Washington bill currently 

sitting in the House Rules 

Committee 

• Hopefully in January or 

February a committee 

member will pull the bill 

for full Rules Committee 

consideration, after which 

it can proceed to full 

House of Reps for a vote 

• (Thank you Amanda Fox 

and Josh Diamond)


