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17 Goals for People, for Planet
The Sustainable Development Goals are a universal call to action to end
poverty, protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of everyone,
everywhere. The 17 Goals were adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, as
part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15-
year plan to achieve the Goals.

Today, progress is being made in many places, but, overall, action to meet
the Goals is not yet advancing at the speed or scale required. 2020 needs to
usher in a decade of ambitious action to deliver the Goals by 2030.

A Decade of Action
With just under ten years left to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals, world leaders at the
SDG Summit in September 2019 called for a Decade
of Action and delivery for sustainable development,
and pledged to mobilize financing, enhance national
implementation and strengthen institutions to
achieve the Goals by the target date of 2030, leaving
no one behind.
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The UN Secretary-General called on all sectors of society to mobilize for a
decade of action on three levels: global action to secure greater leadership,
more resources and smarter solutions for the Sustainable Development
Goals; local action embedding the needed transitions in the policies,
budgets, institutions and regulatory frameworks of governments, cities and
local authorities; and people action, including by youth, civil society, the
media, the private sector, unions, academia and other stakeholders, to
generate an unstoppable movement pushing for the required
transformations.

Numerous civil society leaders and organizations have also called for a
“super year of activism” to accelerate progress on the Sustainable
Development Goals, urging world leaders to redouble efforts to reach the
people furthest behind, support local action and innovation, strengthen data
systems and institutions, rebalance the relationship between people and
nature, and unlock more financing for sustainable development.

At the core of the 2020-2030 decade is the need for action to tackle growing
poverty, empower women and girls, and address the climate emergency.

More people around the world are living better lives compared to just a
decade ago. More people have access to better healthcare, decent work, and
education than ever before. But inequalities and climate change are
threatening to undo the gains. Investment in inclusive and sustainable
economies can unleash significant opportunities for shared prosperity. And
the political, technological and financial solutions are within reach. But much
greater leadership and rapid, unprecedented changes are needed to align
these levers of change with sustainable development
objectives. #ForPeopleForPlanet
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The annual SDG reports provide an
overview of the world’s implementation
efforts to date, highlighting areas of
progress and where more action needs
to be taken. They are prepared by the
UN Department of Economic and
Social Affairs, with input from
international and regional
organizations and the United Nations
system of agencies, funds and
programmes. Several national
statisticians, experts from civil society
and academia also contribute to the
reports.
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Frequently Asked Questions

 What is sustainable
development?

 How will the
Sustainable
Development Goals be
implemented?

 How will the
Sustainable
Development Goals be
monitored?

 How much will the
implementation of this
sustainable
development agenda
cost?

 How does climate
change relate to
sustainable
development?

 Are the Sustainable
Development Goals
legally binding?
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In Brazil, UN deputy chief urges
greater ambition for Global Goals


Northern hemisphere summer
marked by heatwaves and
wildfires: WMO
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INTERVIEW: Heatwaves endanger
workers and reduce productivity


Warming trend in Asia set to cause
more disruption: UN weather
agency
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 How are the
Sustainable
Development Goals
different from the
MDGs?
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