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History of Kaavan

• Kaavan was born in 1984 in Sri Lanka
• His name literally means “Deity of a Forest”
• His family was poached, and he was sent to Pinnawala Orphanage

• Kaavan was a diplomatic gift from the Government of Sri Lanka to Government of Pakistan after

the daughter of the then Military Dictator in Pakistan watched a famous Bollywood film called

“Haathi mere Saathi / Elephant my Companion” and she made a wish to have an elephant as a

pet

• His partner, named Saheli, was gifted by Sri Lanka in 1991

• She died in 2012 under mysterious circumstances due to a foot infection which resulted in the first-

ever protest for accountability and release of Kaavan by animal rights activists in Islamabad



Poster of Bollywood film “Haathi mere 
Saathi / Elephant my Companion” 
released in 1971



Kaavan (chained) and Saheli lying dead (Source: Dawn 
Newspaper) along with Newspaper Cartoon published in 
2012 with tag-line “Maybe the Elephant in Islamabad 
died out of shame after witnessing corruption bigger than 
itself”



Declarations and Directions by 
Islamabad High Court 
(Case Citation: 2021 PLD Islamabad 6)

• The Marghazar Zoo, Islamabad does not have the facilities or resources to meet the behavioural, social
and physiological needs of the animals kept in captivity under inappropriate and illegal conditions

• The animals held in captivity in the Zoo have been kept in conditions that tantamount to subjecting them
to unnecessary pain and suffering and thus are in violation of the provisions of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act 1890 and Islamabad Wildlife Ordinance 1979. There are neither adequate
facilities nor resources to provide living conditions that would meet the behavioural, social and
physiological needs of the animals.

• Kaavan, the elephant, has been treated cruelly by subjecting him to unimaginable pain and suffering for
the past three decades and his continued captivity in these circumstances would expose the authorities to
criminal consequences under the Act of 1890. The pain and suffering of Kaavan must come to an end
by relocating him to an appropriate elephant sanctuary, in or outside of the country.

• The Chairman of Islamabad Wildlife Management Board will forthwith make arrangements, preferably
in consultation with and the consent of the High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to relocate Kaavan to a
suitable sanctuary within thirty days. The Board may seek assistance of experts and international
entities/organizations in this regard.



Where did the Elephants go?

• Pakistan is the only region in the world where Asian Elephants have gone extinct

• There are several historical references and anecdotes on elephants in the region

• The Elephants’ Preservation Act 1879

• In 326 BCE, Alexander the Great saw elephants for the first time in a face-off with King Porus
in the Battle of Hydaspes (Jhelum City – present day Pakistan)

• There is a village named "Hathiyan” (literal meaning, Elephant City) in Northern Pakistan

• Some National Parks in Pakistan were habitats for Elephants

• Possible reasons could be human-animal conflict, climate change, deforestation and urbanization



During British Raj, this village was awarded the 
name of “Hathiyan” (Elephant City) 
(Source: Internet)



Import of Elephants in Pakistan post independence: 
Mato, a female wild-caught Asian elephant from 
Burma at the Karachi Zoo in the 1950s 
(Source: Internet)



Two baby elephants captured from Bangladesh 
(erstwhile East Pakistan) in the 1950s for Karachi 
Zoo, one of them was a gift for former US 
President Eisenhower (Source: Internet)



Anarkali, chained by three of her legs all her life 
in Karachi Zoo - She passed away in 2006 at the 
age of 65 (Source: Internet)



Anarkali was made to give rides to visitors in 
Karachi Zoo - A special ramp was made for this 
purpose (Source: Internet)



Suzi, a female African elephant, died at the age of 
36 in 2017 at Lahore Zoo after suffering for 30 
years in captivity (Source: Internet)



Arrival of Madhubala, Noor Jehan, Malika and Sonu in 
2009 for Karachi Zoo and Safari Park – Wild caught 
baby elephants by a trader from Tanzania 
(Source: Pakistan Animal Welfare Society (PAWS))



Noor Jehan and Madhubala in Karachi Zoo 
(c. 2020) (Source: Pakistan Animal Welfare 
Society (PAWS))



Malika and Sonu in Karachi Safari Park (c. 2020 
and 2015) (Source: Pakistan Animal Welfare 
Society (PAWS))



Animal Diplomacy and 
Finding a Home for Kaavan

• India and Bangladesh – Option ruled out due to political reasons

• Sri Lanka – Since Kaavan was a diplomatic gift, return of Kaavan to
SL would have had diplomatic implications

• Myanmar – Option was ruled out due to political reasons

• Cambodia Wildlife Sanctuary was finally selected by the Government
of Pakistan and the decision was endorsed by Islamabad High Court
(Case Citation: 2021 CLC Islamabad 262)



Animal Welfare versus Animal Rights

• Is animal welfare enough?

• Does animal welfare provide a limited paradigm? i.e. Animals as
property, human centric approach, common law term “unnecessary
pain and suffering”

• Recognition of personhood would be a fundamental change in how we
view animals

• Why is the nature of animals relevant to rights?

• Speciesism – Why are some animals more equal than other animals?

• Impact of recognition of rights in farming industry, animal testing, zoo
captivity, etc.



Great Debate: Welfarism versus Abolitionism 

• Difference between Welfarism and Abolitionism

• Welfarism is “bigger cages!” Promotion of humane killing of animals
and adoption of anti-cruelty laws, etc.

• Abolitionism is “no cages!” No killing of animals, right not to be
treated as property, etc.

• Criticism of Welfarism

• Criticism of Abolitionism



Writ of Habeas Corpus versus 
Writ of Mandamus

• What are the legal options available to fight for animals?

• If rights are recognized formally, will it open a floodgate?

• Is Habeas Corpus the appropriate remedy?

• Are we even ready to have this debate?

• Courts in India and Pakistan have developed animal jurisprudence
through issuing writ of mandamus

• Nexus of environment, human rights and animals



Animal Rights-related Litigation in Pakistan 
post Kaavan Judgment 

• Increased awareness and receptiveness by Courts

• Islamabad High Court ordered relocation of two Himalayan Bears to
species appropriate sanctuary in Jordan

• Sindh High Court Karachi ordered to move the Himalayan Bear in
Karachi Zoo to a better enclosure

• Supreme Court of Pakistan inviting animal related NGOs to assist in
the issue of stray dog population control management

• Supreme Court of Pakistan hearing petition on import of Elephants

• Sindh High Court hearing petition on Karachi Elephants for
independent medical assessment



Departure of Kaavan from Pakistan 
(PC: Saiyna Bashir)



Arrival of Kaavan in Cambodia 



The End – Thank you ☺
#KAAVANISFREE 

(Source: Cambodia Wildlife Sanctuary)


