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Å Nonprofit public charity

Å Incorporated in 2001

Å Based in New York

Å Offices in Chicago and Indianapolis

HEARTôs mission is to develop a 

generation of compassionate 

youth who create positive change 

for animals, people, and the 

natural world.



Comprehensive Humane Education

ÅAnimal protection

ÅSocial justice

ÅEnvironmental ethics

ÅExplores interconnections



Desirable Outcomes

Å Critical thinking skills 

Å Empathy

Å Compassion

Å Global citizenship

Artwork by HEART student Christine Jacinto



Violence Link

Å Clinical case studies

Å FBI tracks animal cruelty

Å American Psychiatric Association

lists animal abuse as criterion in 

diagnosing youth conduct disorders 

http://www.themakingthelinkstudy.org/understanding-the-link-between-violence-to-animals-and-people.html


Overview of Humane Education Laws

Å New York
Å California
Å Florida
ÅWashington
Å Pennsylvania
Å Illinois
Å Maine
Å New Jersey
Å Oregon



Related Legislation & Policies

Å Character education

Å Arbor and Bird Day

Å Conservation Day

Å Environmental education

Å Student choice (dissection)

Å Vivisection ban



Challenges with Implementation

Å Varying definitions

Å Lack of institutionalization

Å State laws not enforced

Å Limited professional development

Å No required credentials

Å Dearth of data



California Hate Violence Prevention Act 

Education Code 233.5

233.5. (a) Each teacher shall endeavor to impress upon the minds of the 

pupils the principles of morality, truth, justice, patriotism, and a true 

comprehension of the rights, duties, and dignity of American citizenship, and the 

meaning of equality and human dignity, including the promotion of harmonious 

relations, kindness toward domestic pets and the humane treatment of 

living creatures, to teach them to avoid idleness, profanity, and falsehood, and 

to instruct them in manners and morals and the principles of a free government.



ÅObservance of laws and policies relating to humane 

treatment of animals

ÅImplementing statewide or districtwide ñhumane 

education daysò and involving nonprofit 

organizations  

ÅSuperintendent encouraged to incorporate humane 

education in the core curriculum

California House Resolution 28



Section 809 of NYS Education Law

ÅMandatory 
ÅElementary schools
ÅHumane treatment of animals
Å Importance of spaying and neutering
Å Infusion into standard subjects        
Å Implies weekly instruction
ÅPenalty provision



NY Educ Law Section 809 problems :

Å Lack of awareness
Å No funding
Å No teacher training
Å No prescribed course of study
Å Limitation to elementary schools



New York State

Å A. 693 - Audit

Å A. 2082 - Secondary school expansion

Å A. 5462 - Teacher training



New York City 

Å Res. 1541 ï

Calls on NYC DOE to increase compliance

Å Int. 1465 ï

requires implementation data from NYC DOE



HEARTôs Services

Å Direct Student Programs 

Å Educator Resources 

Å Teacher Training &

Consultation



Our Reach

ÅTaught over 50,000 students

ÅTrained over 2,500 teachers

ÅPartnered with over 200 schools

ÅProvided our curriculum to over 89,000 educator 

subscribers



Student -Led Projects

Å Campaign to get bodegas to offer fresh foods

Å Started the Anti-Factory Farming Coalition

Å Advocated for a climate recovery resolution

Å Organized a fundraiser for Haiti restoration 
projects 







Evaluations of 10 -Lesson Program

1) 1000 NYC students. Study conducted by Dr. Ann Higgins, Associate Chair, 
Graduate Psychology Dept, Fordham U.

Knowledge : child labor conditions, animal cruelty laws, effect of garbage on animals and 
environment, needs of wild animals, unique abilities of animals, habitat destruction, 
causes of bullying, greenhouse effect, and welfare of farm and companion animals

Attitudes : concern about air and water pollution and how people treat all types of animals 

Behaviors : setting good example, making changes in daily choices, joining clubs to help 
animals and the environment, writing elected officials

2) 300 students in Chicago and NYC. Published study:

William Ellery Samuels, Lieve Lucia Meers & Simona Normando (2016) 
Improving Upper Elementary Studentsô Humane Attitudes and 
Prosocial Behaviors through an In -class Humane Education Program , Anthrozoös, 
29:4, 597-610



Educator Resources

teachheart.org/library





K-3 Farm Animal Guide

ά! ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
rest in that it has taken a ubiquitous unit in 
the early grades and ramped it up to a level 
ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΧ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
timely resource that will find an important 
place in the early-ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦέ
-Esther Klein Friedman, Ph.D.
Ret. Executive Director of Literacy and 
Academic Intervention, NYC Dept. of Ed.

Farm Sanctuary fights the disastrous effects of animal agriculture through 

rescue, education, and advocacy.



Everyday Circles Cards

The Peace Learning Center educates, inspires and empowers people to live peacefully



Climate Literacy Toolkit - teachclimate.org

Earth Charter Indianaôs focus is on intergenerational action and education in the face of our climate crisis





Educational Game About Puppy Mills





Teacher Training

Å Professional development

courses 

Å Workshops/webinars

Å HEART Network



Compassionate Communities 
Awards program

Å30,000 students in 

Brooklyn, Bronx and 

Long Island districts

ÅTeacher consultation

ÅPartnered with NYC 

DOE, NYC Mayorôs 

Office, and Brooklyn 

Borough President 

Eric Adams



American Bar Association & HEART Public Service Project

NYC, DC, Chicago, Baltimore, Los Angeles, Portland, Miami, 

Kansas City, Nashville, Louisville



Roles of Lawyers in Humane Education

ÅTeach students yourselves (you are great role models!)

ÅLobby to get humane education legislation passed in 

states without any such law 

ÅHelp give teeth to existing laws

ÅFile lawsuit for violation of a humane education law

ÅRaise awareness of the importance of humane education

ÅEngage youth in some of your advocacy efforts 



Students Advocating for Animals 

https://youtu.be/Oenya9FvtTE


