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The Lewis & Clark Animal Law Litigation Clinic advocates for 
farmed animals in the courtroom by providing litigation support 
for cutting-edge lawsuits aimed at establishing and expanding 
legal protections and rights for farmed animals, including 
challenging the presumption that common, inhumane farming 
practices are shielded from judicial scrutiny, and pursuing novel 
causes of action. 

Litigation as Policy

How can we help farmed animals through litigation?



Farm Sanctuary, et al. v. USDA

Farm Sanctuary, et al. v. Vilsack

Challenging the deregulation of pig slaughter

Challenging the USDA’s failure to protect downed pigs—pigs who are 

too injured or sick to stand or walk

Plaintiffs are Farm Sanctuary, Animal Equality, Animal Legal Defense Fund, Animal Outlook, 
Center for Biological Diversity, Mercy for Animals, Inc., and North Carolina Farmed Animal Save

Plaintiffs are Farm Sanctuary, Animal Legal Defense Fund, Animal Outlook, Animal Welfare 
Institute, Compassion in World Farming, Farm Forward, and Mercy for Animals, Inc.



Why pigs?



Farm Sanctuary v. USDA

Deregulation of Pig Slaughter

• Count 1: Violation of Federal Meat Inspection Act 

• Count 2: Violation of Humane Methods of Slaughter Act

• Count 3: Violation of National Environmental Policy Act



Ongoing Litigation

• Farm Sanctuary, et al. v. USDA, 

Case No. 6:19-cv-06910-EAW (2020, W.D.N.Y) 

(focused on humane handling and environmental harms)

• Ctr. for Food Safety v. Vilsack, 

Case No. 20-cv-00256 (2020, N.D. Cal.) 

(focused on food safety and consumer harms)

• United Food & Comm’l Workers Union v. USDA, 

Case No. 19-cv-02660 (2019, D. Minn.) 

(focused on worker safety)



In 2002, Congress amended the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act, to include a 
mandate to USDA (See 7 U.S.C. § 1907(a))

Farm Sanctuary v. Vilsack

(Downed Pigs)
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