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Climate Change And The Life Around Us
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Fossil Fuel Development and Wildlife

● Approximately 218,000 Porcupine Caribou migrate through the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

● The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge has been under attack for 
decades. In December of 2017, lease sales were authorized 
through the passage of the Republican tax bill.
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Drilling Leases
● The Trump Administration has finalized plans to open the refuge to oil and gas drilling.

● The Gwich'in nation, which are the indigenous inhabitants of the Refuge, have sued the 
Trump Administration.

● The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is the largest remaining stretch of wilderness in 
America.
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The Great Lakes and Warming

● As the water heats up, the Great Lakes experience more 
algae blooms, new species of bacteria, viruses, and other 
parasites.

● Parasitic sea lamprey have increased in size and feeding 
rates, due to the warmer weather. 

● They can kill Great Lakes fish such as lake trout, brown trout, 
and lake sturgeon.
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Every Animal is Affected by Climate Change
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Especially Humans

PENNSYLVANIA: 

BRADDOCK. , Carnegie 

furnaces used for the 

steel industry along the 

Monongahela River in 

Braddock, Pennsylvania. 

Photograph, c1905.
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Extreme Weather Events
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Fires
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What Can We Do About It?

Divest!

Largest Bank in the US Will Not Fund Fossil Fuel 
Extraction in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
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Why is Divestment Important?

“Executives at the company presented a litany of policy
changes, including ending the financing of oil and gas drilling
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, one of the last pristine
landscapes left in North America. The bank also announced
it would limit financing the coal sector and increase its
investments in renewables. This comes days after an
internal report by JPMorgan economists leaked, showing
that the climate crisis could “end human life as we know
it.””

Source:

https://earther.gizmodo.com/largest-bank-in-the-us-will-stop-funding-fossil-fuel-ex-1841907860
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Why is Divestment Important?

“This move is yet another sign the finance sector is shifting away 
from fossil fuel funding, especially the most extreme forms of 
extraction. And getting JPMorgan Chase onboard is a particularly 
big deal. The bank is the top funder of fossil fuel projects, 
according to an annual report released by the Rainforest Action 
Network. That it’s backing away from at least some fossil fuel 
investment reflects the reality that banks, investment firms, and 
even energy companies are slowly coming to the realization that 
fossil fuels are a shitty investment.”

Source:

https://earther.gizmodo.com/largest-bank-in-the-us-will-stop-funding-fossil-fuel-ex-1841907860
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University Divestment

BREAKING: Over 150 Yale + Harvard students, alumni, faculty stormed the field at

#HarvardYale to demand DIVESTMENT from fossil fuels & cancel holdings in 

Puerto Rican debt. When it comes to the status quo, #NobodyWins. @YaleEJC

@FossilFreeYale @DivestHarvard

https://twitter.com/hashtag/HarvardYale?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/NobodyWins?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/YaleEJC
https://twitter.com/FossilFreeYale
https://twitter.com/DivestHarvard
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Disclose, Divest, Reinvest

“The fossil fuel industry is spending billions to lock us 
into a carbon-dependent future that will exacerbate 
today's crises of climate emergency, public health, 
systemic racism, and economic inequity. We are 
students fighting for Harvard to divest its nearly $41 
billion endowment from this extractive industry and 
reinvest in a democratic, just, and livable future. We 
need urgent climate action, now.”

Source:

https://medium.com/@DivestHarvard/pro-climate-candidates-elected-to-harvard-board-b098202b5d56
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Disclose
1. DISCLOSE: We recognize transparency as a necessary prerequisite to ensure 
that Harvard’s endowment meets the goals of the university and the 
communities it serves. Harvard must publicly disclose all current direct and 
indirect investments in the fossil fuel industry in an annual document.

Source:

https://medium.com/@DivestHarvard/pro-climate-candidates-elected-to-harvard-board-
b098202b5d56
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Divest
2. DIVEST: We condemn investment in the fossil fuel industry for its role in actively 
perpetuating the climate crisis. Harvard must release a statement declaring a 
commitment to total divestment of the endowment from direct and indirect 
holdings in the fossil fuel industry, along with a comprehensive plan to achieve this.

Source:

https://medium.com/@DivestHarvard/pro-climate-candidates-elected-to-harvard-board-
b098202b5d56
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Reinvest

3: REINVEST: We call for Harvard to leverage its financial power for reparative justice by 
supporting environmentally sustainable, socially responsible, and community-based 
investment. We call on Harvard to work with the students, alumni, and faculty of Divest 
Harvard to establish new reinvestment principles.

Source:

https://medium.com/@DivestHarvard/pro-climate-candidates-elected-to-harvard-board-b098202b5d56
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Divesting In Your Personal Life
● Ask questions about your own investments. Either for money making stocks or for 

your retirement. Pressure your job to divest your 401k or other employment 
provided retirement accounts, from fossil fuels if they are invested in them. 

● Avoid banks who support fossil fuel projects. 

● Vote and Lobby for policies that stop fossil fuel development.

● Understand that we do not have time left to debate or argue 
about climate change. It is here right now.
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Thank you!
NATALIE MEBANE

POLICY DIRECTOR

350.org


