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Litigating for Animals in a Climate Crisis
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• 
CO2

- Livestock contribute about 5%

• N2O (nitrous oxide)
- 298 times warming potential of CO2

- Livestock contribute more than 50%

• CH4 (methane)
- 25 times warming potential of CO2 over 100 years

- Livestock contribute about 45%

• Overall: 14.5% of greenhouse gas emissions
- 45% from producing and processing feed

Factory Farming Drives Climate Change 
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• The total number of livestock on the largest factory farms 

rose by 20% between 2002 and 2012.

• Between 1997 and 2012:

• The average dairy grew 50% larger.

• The average hog farm grew nearly 70% larger.

• The number of broiler chickens on factory farms rose 

nearly 80%, to more than 1 billion.

• The average egg operation grew 74% larger.

Factory Farms are Proliferating
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Industry Emissions are Rising
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Call out for bullet points

• Text Call Out
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Meat & Dairy vs. High-Emitting Nations
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Call out for bullet points

• Text Call Out
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Meat & Dairy vs. Fossil Fuel Companies
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• $1.89 billion in direct ownership loans (to 

livestock operations)

• $2.86 billion in direct operating loans

• $6.86 billion in guaranteed ownership loans

• $2.95 billion in guaranteed operating loans

USDA Finances New Factory Farms
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• FSA borrowers must be “unable to obtain 

sufficient credit elsewhere without a 

guarantee” 7 C.F.R. § 762.120(h)(1)

• Guarantee protects banks, not farmers

• Factory farms are built that would not be but 

for FSA guarantees

Using NEPA to Address Factory Farm Pollution

Farm Service Agency Loans and Guarantees are Loans of “Last Resort”
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• NEPA: The federal government’s charter for protection of 

the environment

• NEPA requires environmental review for “major federal 

actions”  

• The most basic level of review is an Environmental 

Assessment

• Must consider direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts to 

potentially impacted resources 

• Requires public notice and comment process

FSA Loans to Large CAFOs (Used to) 

Trigger NEPA Review
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confinement in Maryland 

• FWW is currently challenging the Environmental 

Assessment before the D.C. Circuit

• Focusing on failure to consider cumulative impacts from 

densely concentrated CAFOs in the region

• New rules eliminate the NEPA review entirely

FWW v. FSA
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• Methane is an extremely powerful GHG

• Digesters only capture ~ the half of the methane 

produced as a result of factory farm waste storage 

practices

• Expensive and heavily subsidized

• Entrench factory farms with new infrastructure and 

connections to fracked gas pipelines

• Entrench the natural gas industry by investing in new 

pipeline infrastructure

Factory Farm Biogas: A False Climate Solution 
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• Evaluating cost-effectiveness of climate pollutant 

reduction strategies

• Encouraging a broad scope to include social costs in the 

cost-effectiveness analysis

• Will comment on high social costs of factory farm 

biomethane and urge a zero procurement goal

California Biomethane Procurement 
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Factory Farming is Made Even More 

Harmful by Climate Change
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This year’s conference theme – Impacts on Animals in a Changing Climate – focuses on some 
of the most pressing issues facing animals today.
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Rainfall Atlas

• Flooding increasingly leads to overwhelmed waste 

management systems and land disposal at dangerous 

times

• 2017 Rulemaking Petition to update the CAFO 

regulations to, in part, reflect modern storm data due to 

climate change

• Currently pending before EPA

Outdated Clean Water Act Rules
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Thank you!
TARAH HE INZE N

L E GAL D I RE CTOR,  F OOD &  W ATE R W ATCH

t he i nze n@f wwa t c h. o r g

@FoodandWaterWatch @foodandwaterwatch @foodandwater


