DO NOT PLACE
ANY TEXT OR
IMAGE HERE

SPACE FOR
WEBCAM IMAGE

Protecting the Earth,
Protecting Animals

ANMAL LAW TR L & Climate & Biodiversity Policy Update
CONFERENCE o AR T
KATE DYLEWSKY

SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR
ANIMAL WELFARE INSTITUTE



Biodiversity Crisis

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services (2019):

e Unprecedented” and “accelerating” global mass
extinctions caused by human activity. One million
species worldwide are at risk of extinction, many
within just a few decades.

« Climate change is among the top five leading direct
drivers of species decline.

11
The essential, interconnected web of life on Earth is getting smaller and

increasingly frayed. This loss is a direct result of human activity and
constitutes a direct threat to human well-being in all regions of the world.”

- Professor Josef Settele, IPBES report co-chair

https://ipbes.net/global-assessment

Photo by Elena Birkina


https://ipbes.net/global-assessment

The Intersection of i
Biodiversity and Climate "
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We cannot sustain the health of the
ecosystems on which we and wildlife
depend without addressing the effects of
climate change on imperiled species and
their habitats.

. Climate change has a detrimental impact on species survival

. Species decline due to climate change negatively impacts
human wellbeing and survival

. Protecting species and their habitats can help directly offset
the effects of climate change

Photo by Larah McElroy
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. Wildlife Corridors Conservation Act (H.R.
2795/S.1499)

. Extinction Prevention Act (H.R. 2918/S.3117)

. Protect America’s Wildlife and Fish In Need of
Conservation Act (PAW and FIN Conservation
Act) (H.R. 4348/S. 2491)

« Wild Bird Conservation Reauthorization Act
(H.R. 2685)

« Supporting Activities & Leadership Abroad to
Move Amphibians Nearing Decline or
Extinction to Recovery (SALAMANDER) Act
(H.R. 4340)

. Critically Endangered Animals Conservation
Act (H.R. 4341)

Photo by S Arrowsmith
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Re pO rt by th e “Meaningful protections for wildlife are critical to address this biodiversity
crisis and provide species the resources and tools to survive in the face of
House Se | ect a changing climate. At the same time, intact ecosystems are highly
. effective carbon sinks. Not only do natural systems and habitats store
Committee on the carbon in roots and soils, but some research suggests that ecosystems with

predators and robust biodiversity sequester carbon at higher rates”

https://climatecrisis.house.qgov/report

Climate Crisis



https://climatecrisis.house.gov/report
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Report by the
House Select
Committee on the
Climate Crisis

Recommendations for preserving and enhancing
biodiversity:

+ Establish a wildlife corridor and connectivity
system

« Develop and implement a national landscape
conservation strategy

« Support the efforts of private landowners to
conserve habitat and help wildlife adapt

« Improve implementation of the Endangered
Species Act

https://climatecrisis.house.qgov/report



https://climatecrisis.house.gov/report
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Three rules finalized August 2019:

Curtail protections afforded to threatened
species

Allow economic data to be collected while
deciding whether to list a species

Significantly weaken the process for designating
protected habitat

Dismantle the interagency consultation process —
effectively silencing the voices of experts best
suited to determine how federal projects impact
imperiled species

Minimize consideration of the effects of climate
change on species survival

ulation-revisions.html



https://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_ESA/regulation-revisions.html

Attacks on the ESA by
the Administration

Two additional rules proposed this year:

« New definition of the word “habitat.” Both
options proposed would limit the federal
government’s ability to conserve species that
may require habitat restoration or that may
find their historic range shifting as a result of
climate change.

Expand the agency’s ability to exclude areas
essential to the conservation of threatened
and endangered species from designation as
critical habitat under the ESA. The USFWS
must exclude areas when the costs of
designating them outweigh the benefits
(except in cases where extinction will result).

https://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving ES
regulation-revisions.html

Photo by Brad James


https://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_ESA/regulation-revisions.html

Preventing Future
Pandemics Act

S. 4749/H.R. 8433

Senators John Cornyn (R-TX) and Cory Booker (D-NJ)
Representatives Mike Quigley (D-IL) and Fred Upton (R-Ml)

Sponsors:

Prohibits the import, export, and sale of live wildlife for the purpose of human
consumption and closes all live wildlife markets in the US

Puts additional resources into prevention of international wildlife trafficking

Provide funding to help international communitiesthat rely on wildlife
consumptiondevelop and transition to alternative food sources

Directs the US to develop diplomaticconsensus on the need to shut down live
wildlife markets and commercial trade in terrestrial wildlife



