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Corporate Animal Agribusiness’ False Solutions 

that Make You Sick



What does COVID-19, Environmental Justice, 

and Climate Change have in Common?

Corporate Consolidation of Power!

99.9% of chicken 95% of pork

99% of turkey 78% of beef 

97% of eggs



RCWA v. Smithfield (W.D. Mo.):

“The complaint also seeks to test a novel legal question: 

whether health hazards at the plant present a public 

nuisance. … The plaintiffs argue that Smithfield, by 

failing to take adequate safety measures, risks a 

coronavirus outbreak that could quickly spread to the 
entire community. … The case includes a second count 

under Missouri common law that requires employers to 
provide safe workplaces,” per the New York Times.

Image of Milan, MO plant by Bloomberg



Doe v. Scalia (M.D. Pa.):
“The lawsuit accuses OSHA of leaving the workers in 

imminent danger due to what they say are hazardous 

working conditions at the factory …. The lawsuit uses 

what the attorneys on the case say is a novel legal 

argument, by citing part of the 1970 law that created 
the agency, the Occupational Safety and Health Act, 

that they say allows workers to bring legal actions 

against the secretary … to force OSHA into action,” per 
Washington Post.

Food Safety News



Title VI and VII





AS WORKERS SICKEN WITH COVID-19, US MEAT GIANTS 
CLOCK UP RECORD DIVIDENDS
20th Aug 2020
by Daniel Jones, Big Livestock Campaign Manager
Who profits from the US meat processing sectors bumper pay-outs?



Symptoms of the Problem:



Milwaukee Journal Sentinel



Wall Street Journal



Civil Eats



Civil Eats, 2016

False Solution: Anaerobic Digester



Food & Water Watch 2019

False Solution: Anaerobic Digester

What Is Biogas?
Biogas is a mixture of gases that are produced after plant and animal 
material are broken down by microorganisms in a process called 
anaerobic digestion. Anaerobic digestion — which occurs in a closed, 
oxygen-free space called a digester — takes substances like manure from 
factory farms, sewage sludge or food waste and “eats” the material, 
leaving mostly methane and carbon dioxide, among other gases. The 
material left over is called digestate.

Biogas can be converted into biomethane through the removal of 
hydrogen sulfide, carbon dioxide and moisture. It also can be treated 
and made into compressed natural gas (CNG) or liquified natural gas 
(LNG) to be used to generate power or distributed through pipelines 
to homes and businesses.



Legion of Doom: Big Oil and Big Ag Align



Industrial Food Animal Production is

NOT

Inevitable!
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COVID and our climate crisis is an opportunity to think radically about how our systems can 
be reshaped for accountability and resiliency.

How can we protect our planet, animals, workers, and fenceline communities?

• Shift the narrative: our energy and food systems are 

not inevitable, tell the stories of those most impacted

• Build power: alignment across movement sectors 

• Structural reform: Green New Deal, CA SB 1383, 

Renewable Portfolio Standards, etc.

• Communicating a positive vision of the future: Plant 

and pasture-based solutions

What now?



Our fights for justice are connected

Middlesex Coalition for Children

Real Food Challenge



Thank you!
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