
DO NOT PLACE 

ANY TEXT OR 

IMAGE HERE 

SPACE FOR 

WEBCAM IMAGE

J A M I E  C O N T R E R A S  |  S E N I O R  S T A F F  AT T O R N E Y ( e m e r i t u s )  

A N I M A L  L E G A L  D E F E N S E  F U N D

O C T O B E R  2 3  – 2 5 ,  2 0 2 0

An Advocate’s Experience with Persuading Judges
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My frame of reference
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Credibility and integrity are everything.
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• We all have them!

• The “bias blind spot” 

• Consensus bias

Beware of your cognitive biases.
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• They are not immune to cognitive bias.

• They may not share your beliefs:

assume they don’t!

Judges are people too.
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• Choice of cases/claims

Facts matter

Effect on the law if you fail

• Choice of jurisdiction

Where possible, choose your cases wisely.



DO NOT PLACE 

ANY TEXT OR 

IMAGE HERE 

SPACE FOR 

WEBCAM IMAGE

Embrace incremental change.
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• Always aim for clarity and brevity.

• It’s okay to show your personality!

Be professional—and be yourself.
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Thank you!


