
More than Property: 
Trends in Advancing 

Animal Status within the 
Criminal Justice System

_______

Lora Dunn
Director, Criminal Justice Program

Animal Legal Defense Fund



Animal Status & Criminal Law

1. How the Law Treats Animals

2. New Approaches to Criminal Casework



Animal Status & Criminal Law

1. How the Law Treats Animals

2. New Approaches to Criminal Casework



Animals as Sentient Beings

“Animals are sentient beings 
capable of experiencing pain, 
stress, and fear;

Animals should be cared for in 
ways that minimize pain, stress, 
fear, and suffering …”



Animals as Sentient Beings: 
State v. Newcomb



Animals as Victims: State v. Nix/Hess



Pre-Conviction Forfeiture: What is it?

OREGON (bond)
ORS 167.347

Seizure/
impound

Petition
(agency/DA)

Hearing 
(Probable 

cause)

Bond or 
Forfeit (Trial)

14 days 72 hrs
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Emergency situations & The Warrant Requirement

• Animals as “property” v. “persons/life”

• State v. Fessenden (OR)
• Comm v. Duncan (MA)
• People v. Chung (CA)
• Morgan v. State (GA)
• People v. Thornton (IL)

• State v. Jones (KS)
• State v. Stone (MT)
• Moser v. Pennsylvania SPCA (PA)
• Pine v. State (TX)
• State v. Sheperd (VT)
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Categories & Trends

• Protection orders
• Mental health evaluations
• “Hot cars” laws
• Forfeiture & possession bans
• Veterinary reporting
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Courtroom Animal Advocate Programs (“CAAPs”)



Courtroom Animal Advocate Programs
A “Third Table” in the Courtroom for Animal Victims



Courtroom Animal Advocate Programs
A “Third Table” in the Courtroom for Animals

ALDF MODEL LAW
aldf.org



Training Judges
The importance of reaching key decision-makers

National Council of Juvenile & Family Court Judges and Animal Legal Defense Fund
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Animal Criminal Law: The Future

• Legislative recognition

• Farmed animal protection

• Training stakeholders

• CAAPs programs



Lora Dunn
Director, Criminal Justice Program

Animal Legal Defense Fund

ldunn@aldf.org

Thank you!
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